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February 2009

Dear Region V Members:
I will be attending the Budget and Planning Meeting on January 23-24 in Albuquerque.  Because of deadlines, my letter is due before the meeting so I will not be able to share any information with you until the March letter.  I am looking forward to attending and representing Region V!

March is Desk and Derrick Awareness Month.  Does your club do anything special for the March meeting?  What a great time to have a special program and invite potential new members.  Additionally, most clubs have members who, for one reason or another, are not participating in activities and functions.  Think about contacting a member who has not attended for a time.  March would be a great time to increase membership in Desk and Derrick.

Speaking of Desk and Derrick Awareness Month, how does your club market Desk and Derrick?  We all have co-workers and friends who could benefit in so many ways from being a member of Desk and Derrick.  And they can only learn about our Association if we teach them the value of belonging to Desk and Derrick.  An additional way to market Desk and Derrick is the new ads that are available from the Association.  These ads can be found under Newsletters and Correspondence, Monthly Letters and Forms, September 2008.
Last month I sent an orientation letter to the Presidents in Region V.  The letter contained information on important events and what to expect this year.  I am certain that they passed this information on to their respective membership.  Please consider bidding to host the 2010 Region V meeting (Form ADDC 15) or nominating a member for 2010 Region V Director (Form ADO 40).  If you are interested, please submit the completed forms to me.  The forms can be located on our website under ADDC Forms Booklet.

If you haven’t already done so, please take a few minutes to familiarize yourselves with the website.  It contains some useful information on topics such as the history of Desk and Derrick, ADDC Foundation and Educational Trust information, ADDC publications, forms and manuals, monthly letters, and member information.  You can look up any member of Desk and Derrick and have all their information available to communicate with them.  If you do not have the password, contact your club president.  Every member has access, so use it!  I would also like to hear about any issues or suggestions you have on improving the website.  I’m interested in hearing what you look for the most, what is the hardest information to find and how could the website be improved to make finding information easier.

If your club wishes to submit any proposed amendments to the ADDC Bylaws and / or Standing Rules, please direct this information to the 2009 Rules Committee Chairman, Audra Horton, by Thursday, February 12, 2009.  Please be sure to include your phone and fax number or e-mail address in any correspondence.  If you need to discuss the proposals before they are submitted, please contact Audra.  Additional information can be located on the ADDC website.

The Pampa Club will host our Region V meeting April 24-25, 2009 in Pampa, Texas.   They have been working very diligently and I guarantee you this will be an exciting and educational weekend.  Information will be available soon.  I look forward to seeing all of you there!

In closing, life changes and as we grow and mature, we tend to value our relationships a little more.  One of the things that interested me so much about belonging to Desk and Derrick is that the group is cohesive and has a sense of family.  This sense of family exists in the entire Region.  During the month, I encourage you to renew your relationships with your fellow members.  You and your fellow members will benefit greatly from making this effort!


Linda Clark
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February 2009
Greetings Members!

Time is moving so quickly – here we are already in February!  Please keep in mind that February 12th is the deadline for submitting proposed amendments to the Association Bylaws and Standing Rules to the Rules Committee.  Another important item – March is officially “Desk and Derrick Month” throughout the Association.  This is your opportunity to share our organization with your community.  Let them know who we are, what we do and what a vital entity we are in our various communities.

Last month I discussed the upcoming Regional Meetings.  I’m sure those plans are now finalized and everyone is receiving information so we can all attend and experience the wonderful networking power of ADDC.  This month I’d like to give you a sneak peek of what is coming in September.  It’s not too early to begin planning for the 58th Annual ADDC Convention in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, hosted by the Alberta Foothills Club.

First and foremost for our US members … if you don’t already have a passport, now is the time to apply.  Wait time is around one month, but why wait until the last minute.  And another item you might check is your cell phone service in Canada.  Don’t just assume that your phone will work!  Now for your peek… to kick things off, you have a unique opportunity to visit the Athabaska Oil Sands in Northern Alberta.  Because of the distance, this will be a three day tour which allows you to see the massive equipment in action and have a little hands-on fun at the Oilsands Discovery Centre.  Or how about a field trip entitled “The Ultimate Learning Experience” in the “Greatest Outdoor Classroom in the World”?  Is your interested peaked yet?

Other options include “The Triple Panther”, “The Wind Buffalo” and a Badlands Tour.  Seminars cover “Spud to Rig Release”, “Safe & Sound”, “Circles of Rhythm”, “Alternative Energies” and more.  All this and much more will be packed into the week of September 13-19, 2009.

The Westin Calgary is the host hotel, and after making a site visit in November, I can tell you it will be a great experience.  There are plenty of rooms blocked, in a variety of sizes and price ranges – Traditional Kings and Westin Business doubles are the largest blocks, but there are also Executive Suites, Traditional Doubles and Deluxe Kings and Doubles available.  For the coffee lovers in our group – there is a Starbucks in the Lobby!  And for the shoppers or just those who like to walk, you have access to the Plus 15 – the world’s most extensive skywalk system.  But I don’t want to give it all away now.  You’ll be hearing from the General Arrangements Committee soon with all the details and amenities available.

Experience D&D to its utmost!  You deserve the best we have to offer.

Reginia

Use what talents you possess: 
The woods would be very silent if no birds sang there except those that sang best.








          Henry Van Dyke
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Lunch Bytes
Do you have a hankering for a good quote?

Scrapbook, bulletin board message, or inspirational message for a friend; 

Whatever the reason, the site below is for you.

www.quotegarden.com


In The Know….







Paper or Plastic






by Natalie Bright
Plastic bags are cheap to produce and sturdy. First appearing on the scene during the Industrial Revolution in the 1700’s, plastic bags are recycled today into a multitude of useful products; new bags, railway ties, traffic cones, decking, and patio furniture. Plastic wood has grown into a $1.4 billion a year business. Grocery stores provide plastic and paper bags FREE to the consumer, which is an indication of how inexpensive they are to produce. 
This past year, San Francisco banned disposable plastic bags from grocery stores and pharmacies. The problems’ cited centered on conservation of petroleum and pollution due to cluttering land fills, bags found snagged in trees and floating on water, and clogging old sewage systems. This was preceded by a 2002 bag tax in Ireland, as other countries instituted similar laws. The plastax reportedly resulted in a 95% reduction by eliminating plastic shopping bags, but it didn’t stop consumers from using plastic bags.  Sales of other plastic bags, such as garbage bags, reported a 400% increase in sales of bags which are heavier, even more sturdy, and lasst even longer in landfills than the thinner type plastic bags.
The plastics industry argues that irresponsible people who litter are the problem. An industry that employs 2.2 million U.S. workers, promotes recycling. As a result of their efforts 8.2 million pounds of plastic film and bags were recycled in 2006.

The argument that petroleum based bags do not biodegrade is just not true. The thinner type plastic used as shopping bags do breakdown, and they are not saving petroleum. The main component used is polyethylene made from ethylene which is made from ethane which is extracted from natural gas. They are lighter than paper and use less fuel to haul bigger loads.
Next month we’ll take a look at the issues surrounding paper bags, and you can decide what’s right for your family.
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 A birthday is just the first day of another 365-day journey around the sun.  Enjoy the trip!


Mark Your Calendar:

PPROA 80th Convention will be May 19-21

Keynote Speaker: Michael Medved!





[image: image4.wmf]Spotlight on the Past!
Keith Selinger presented an informative program on the current financial crises at the January meeting.  Our wonderful President provided the party hats, noise makers, and Happy New Year wishes, as we kicked off Desk and Derrick 2009 with a sparkling apple cider toast!
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Pamela’s Ponderings


I want to tell you all how wonderful it was to see so many of you at our January meeting.  It was an awesome way to start off the New Year.  However I do owe you all an apology for the meeting running so long.  I will endeavor to work on that and thank you for hanging in there with us.  A big Thanks goes out to Keith for his valuable information and sharing his time and his lovely wife with us.  


This is going to be an expensive year for our club with Norma and I going to Canada in September.  So we are asking for fundraising ideas.  We talked about the idea that if anyone, other than the person who signed up for the fundraiser, would like to bring an extra prize for the meeting we could have two separate tickets for that meeting.  Let me know what you think and any other ideas you might have.  


The Board and I are working really hard on getting interesting and fun people to come to our meeting and for ways to make the meetings more interesting.  I hope you will enjoy the results of our efforts.


The only news that I have is that we need to turn in committee budgets to Eva as soon as you can.  The Region V 2009 Meeting is April 23-26 in Pampa, Texas, and the theme is “Energy through Education” something we might be able to use to recruit new members.  


Talking about new members I want to thank EnergyNet for sending us three new member; Whitney McEvers, Nicki Valentine, and Stacey Parker.  Also, a thanks to Kismet Properties for sending us Mickey (please forgive the misspelling) as a possible new member.  I know we all look forward to meeting you and getting fresh ideas as to how we can help our club grow and education the public about the Oil and Gas Industry. 


In closing I again want to say that “We will survive”, you showed me that at our January meeting and I’m looking forward to our February meeting.  Until then, God bless.


						Pam























NEXT MEETING


When:     Tuesday, February 3rd





Where:  Pacific Rim 


	2061 Paramount Blvd.         





Time:        6:30 PM





Speaker:  


Mariwyn Webb


Local Author of


Romancing the Panhandle


See Ya There!



































Members have a standing reservation for meetings.


If you cannot attend, contact Pam Skeen pss.1950@hotmail.com











February Birthdays


Ellen Graham – Feb. 10th 


Pam Killian – Feb. 20th   


  


























About Our Organization


Desk and Derrick Club of Amarillo was chartered in 1952 by a group of women for the purpose of promoting educational and professional development among the women employed in the petroleum industry.  For more than 50 years Desk and Derrick has maintained its status as a major contributor of energy education through informative programs, onsite field trips, and conferences.  Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs is a non-profit international organization.


Our Motto:  Greater Knowledge, Greater Service


Mission Statement:  To enhance and foster a positive image to the global community by promoting the contribution of the petroleum, energy and allied industries through education, by using all resources available.


Club Purpose:  The purpose of the Club shall be to promote the education and professional development of the individuals employed in or affiliated with the petroleum and energy allied industries.


Energy Bits is the official monthly publication of the Desk and Derrick Club of Amarillo


Editor:  Natalie Bright 655-7183  Email/ � HYPERLINK "mailto:natalie@sunlightexp.com" ��natalie@sunlightexp.com�    Website/ www.nataliebright.com

















ADDC President’s Newsletter

















President











We will survive 2009!








Editor's Notes…


	Huge thanks to Pam for the party atmosphere at the January meeting. I went home smiling and it lasted through the whole week! If you have any newsworthy items about your company or the industry, please let me know.   


										Natalie





Energized by Education
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Region V Newsletter








Thanks to these awesome Committee Chairs!


Appreciation-Leslie Reneau


Business & Rules- Linda Sherrill


Communication/Education & Field Trip-Michelle Jenkins


Hostess-Leslie Reneau


Meeting Arrangements-Norma Pratt


Yearbook-Sandra Jenkins


Community Service-Susan Barnes


Contest-Norma Pratt


Fundraising-Eva Lile


Networking-Karen Saint


Scrapbook-Michelle Jenkins


Thanks to those who have agreed to serve as members of these committees. We still have a few spots to fill. Please see Pam if you can help Amarillo Desk & Derrick Survive in 2009!
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